REGILDING THE CRESCENT
are occasionally restless, sometimes even threaten-
ing solitary travellers, but generally to be got
rid of by firmness. When the drought is of long
duration, they even turn* their cattle loose in the
fields, for, they say, the crops will not grow to
be of use and the beasts may as well eat what
there is. Although these homeless people would
acutely feel the discomfort and restraint of a more
settled existence, theirs is a life of hardship in a
thankless land, and there is no difficulty in
accounting for an old tradition of theirs that
Allah forgot them at the Creation ! There are
nomads in European Turkey as well, the Kutzo-
Vlachs, a race of uncertain origin, regarded by
ethnologists as survivors of the people that
inhabited Macedonia prior to the Bulgar inva-
sion.
Something has been said incidentally of the
Armenians. Those domiciled under Turkish
rule may number perhaps two and a half
millions. Lord Curzon once made an estimate
of their shrewdness in trade which may flatter
them, but they certainly excel in the com-
mercial instinct, and this has not endeared them
to the slower Turk. They are not, however,
only traders, but are also farmers and fishermen,
and their intelligence makes for success in both
industries. Readers of the newspapers at home
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